
We would like to say a huge thank you to everyone who made the 
effort to complete our ‘Orokonui Halo’ Residents Survey.  

This newsletter gives an overview of some of the results from this 
survey, what are the next steps from these results and other 

projects happening “Beyond Orokonui”.

Results update

Orokonui halo 
survey results
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We had 35% response rate (meaning 250 of 
you either filled in a paper survey or completed 
it online), which, as far as surveys go, is pretty 
great.  
From those completed we received a good 
distribution of property locations and sizes. 
Our results show that 96% of respondents 
are supportive of a coordinated pest control 
programme on their property or in the general 
area around where they live.  
We have taken on board a number of the 
concerns raised by respondents, including 

concerns about the humane treatment of 
pest animals; the leg-hold 

trap in particular 
is not 

supported.  Another concern is the use 
of toxins, with many people indicating 
they don’t want poison on their property.  
We also noted an apprehension around 
children and pets having access to or 
being injured, which again provides strong 
guidance for us when developing the 
strategic Pest Management Plan (PMP).  

                
‘Beyond Orokonui’ Project update

70% of residents are already doing some 
control of pests on their own property.  The 
following graphs show these results in terms of 
the size of land people live on.

Current pest 
control

Chart to show distribution of responses
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74% of respondents want to actively participate in a pest control 
programme by taking responsibility for the control of pests on 
their property.  64% will allow contractors to control pests on 
their property and 40% want to volunteer to undertake 

pest control outside of their own 
property, in the area.

Current 
action: 

COmmunity 
Trapping at 

mApoutahi

‘Beyond Orokonui’ Project update

We are working 
closely with our 
technical advisory 
group (experts) 
to develop the 
Pest Management 
Plan (PMP) over 
the next three 
months.  We will 
hold a community 
consultation meeting in 
late February to get 
feedback on the PMP, and 
this will be an opportunity for 
us to answer your questions 
and alleviate concerns raised in the 
survey.  We are also planning on 
running some practical workshops 
on how to use traps safely and 
humanely, and how to utilise possum 
skins and fur! Our local expert is 
keen to teach how to sew skins 
together and encourage people 
to get creative with this valuable 
resource.  So look out for these 
on our website, facebook page, 
in our community newspapers or 

email us to indicate 
your interest 

(see below).

One piece of action 
we are currently 

advancing is a community 
trapping programme between 

Mapoutahi and Doctors 
Point.  There is a degree of urgency to this 

programme due to the discovery of 40 dead 
Kororā (Little Blue Penguins) in this area last 

year.  Autopsies indicate that ferrets or stoats 
killed them.  We are using the Doc 200 and the 

Fenn Kill traps, which are the most humane device 
(according to the National Animal Welfare Advisory 
Committee) and are pet and children proof (due to 
housing, size of entry hole and distance to trapping 
mechanism inside).  These traps will be strategically 

located along this coastline with permission of 
landowners and hidden from recreational users as 
much as possible.  They will be regularly checked 

by a coordinated team of volunteers so if you do 
come across a trap, please leave it as you found it 
as it is imperative the number of trapped pests are 

recorded as well as those traps where no pests 
are caught. 

Tasha Bonham-Carter, a University of Otago 
Wildlife Management student, will be using these 

results as part of her thesis to assess predator 
impact, human disturbance and habitat loss as 
potential threats to this species.  If you are a 
regular visitor to the area you might want to 

complete this survey: 
www.surveymonkey.com/r/Mapoutahi

Thank you

Next Steps: 
Community 
Workshops
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If you have any questions or concerns about our project please contact 
me at: landscapeconnectionstrust@gmail.com 
You can keep up to date with progress at www.beyondorokonui.org.nz 
or www.facebook/beyondorokonui
Nga mihi nui,  Rhys Millar (Project Manager) 


