
Many people in the Halo Project 
communities are keen to get stuck 
in, working as part of a collective 
effort to target invasive pests.  

July 2016 update

Trapping workshops

Types of traps
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By 
equipping 
people with the 
tools and training 
necessary to ensure that our 
collective efforts have maximum 
impact, we hope to achieve what none 
could achieve on their own: unified, 
sustainable pest control from the 
coast to the cloud forest.
To get things rolling we are holding 
three workshops for people who 
want to learn more about how to 
monitor for pests, and how then to 

trap them in a safe and humane way.  
Supported by OSPRI and the DCC, these workshops 
will guide people through the different trapping 
techniques needed to target possums, mustelids 
(ferrets, stoats and weasels) and rats.  We will cover 
best practice (techniques to increase the likelihood 
of success), monitoring methods, data collection, and 
health and safety.  
We will also be using these workshops to develop 
community networks,  linking people who want to work 
together to care for their local patch. We will also 
provide a quick update about the Halo Project.
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13th August : 2pm-5pm

Orokonui Ecosanctuary

600 Blueskin Rd

Waitati

Please RSVP to landscapeconnectionstrust@gmail.com so we can bring adequate resources.

Trapping workshops 
will be held AT:

20th August : 2pm-5pm 

Kati Huirapa Runaka ki Puketeraki

( At the old school )

121 Grimness Street, Karitane

27th August : 2pm-5pm 

Pioneer Hall

35 George Street 

Port Chalmers



                  Newsletter #4              Page 2 
            

Often in pest management projects 
community members ask questions such 

as “How risky are these traps?” and “how 
do we catch predators but not harm our 

domestic cats?”  The reality is that there are 
many ways of minimising the risk to domestic 

cats, but these are still valid and understandable 
questions.  

To help our communities feel confident about the pest trapping 
proposed in the Halo Project the LCT is embarking on a 

project with four local schools to understand “how safe is my 
cat?”  Working with environmental educators from Orokonui 

ecosanctuary – Tahu Mackenzie and Clare Cross - children from 
Port Chalmers, Waitati, Purakaunui and Karitane schools will 

track their own pet cats with GPS collars, as well as assessing 
camera footage to evaluate what cats do when confronted 

with baited (but not set) traps.  This is an exciting project, and 
one that promises to enrapture children and their families.  We 

look forward to collaborating with Orokonui Ecosanctuary to 
deliver this project, and to engaging with our local schools in 
hands-on applied science.  The results from this project will 

be shared with the wider community at the end of the year 
through a variety of forums.  

A big thanks to the MBIE Curious Minds  
for their support with this project.
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If you have any questions or 
concerns about any of this, or would 
like to get involved in any way, please contact 
us: landscapeconnectionstrust@gmail.com. 

Rhys Millar, LCT Project Manager. 
w. 03 4779242  m.027 3877866 rhysmillar@inspire.net.nz


