
February 2018  update

The Halo Project has now been 
operational for 15 months! There 
are 15 community groups engaged 
so far, made up of 70 keen 
volunteers who regularly head out 
to check traps. We’ve got trapping 
networks across two thirds of 
the 3’900 ha Inner Halo area. 

Check out this map showing 
most of the Halo Project 

trapping networks 
– we’ve nearly 

got Orokonui 
Ecosanctuary 

surrounded!

Trapping Work

So far 
we’ve 
caught over 
270 pests, 
the highest 
catches being 

ship rats, hedgehogs and stoats (see 
graph). These catches should be helping 
to alleviate some of the pressure on 
the fences around Orokonui Ecosanctuary. 
Considering it only took 3-4 stoats inside 
Orokonui to cause a lot of damage in 2015 (such 
as all but wiping out the saddleback population within 
the sanctuary), every catch is important.

Halo staff have been busy swapping 
out the majority of traps that were 
installed in 2017, to ensure that they are 
extra safe for pets, especially cats. 
The original trap boxes were made to 
standard industry specifications, but 
we’ve now swapped out all trap boxes 
that are near houses or urban areas 
with those of a modified design, to 
further prevent any access to 
traps by pets.

The number of each pest species caught in Halo Project traps since 

operations began
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Interested in getting invovled?

As we continue to expand trapping networks 
and start up monitoring projects, we need 
new volunteers who are keen to help protect 
our native biodiveristy.

See back page for more details on jobs we 
need doing and how to get in touch.

Halo volunteer Sophia installs a tracking tunnel
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OSPRI’s TBfree programme aims to control and eventually eradicate bovine tuberculosis (TB) 
from New Zealand by 2055. There are a number of TB infected herds in the Dunedin area 
and TB possums (the main carriers of bovine TB) and ferrets were recently found near 
Mount Cargill. OSPRI contractors will soon be carrying out ground based possum control 
around Waitati, Purakaunui and Aramoana. Over the next three years control will be repeated 
and will extend from Waitati to Flagstaff. 

This possum control will have huge positive impacts for our local biodiversity. To help ensure 
this benefit extends across the whole landscape, OSPRI and the Landscapes Connections 
Trust have signed a Memorandum of Understanding, which means that the Halo Project will 
coordinate the establishment of possum trap networks by volunteers in the urban areas 
adjacent to OSPRI’s Mt Cargill TB Vector Control Zones.

The Halo Project’s urban possum control will be run as a separate operation to OSPRI’s 
programme, and we will use methods that are safe and appropriate for urban  
environments – especially around children and pets.

Purakaunui and Osborne - 2018

This urban possum control will begin in Pūrākaunui and Osborne, 
where we have already been working with community 

volunteers to trap mustelids and rodents. We will 
be connecting with these communities about 

possum control in the near future, in the 
meantime please feel free to contact 

halocoordinator@gmail.com with any 
enquires.

OSPRI’s TB-free programme and the Halo Project

Public meeting:  
Returning the Dawn 
Chorus to West Harbour

We invite you to discuss the concept 
of making Port Chalmers and Sawyers 
Bay a part of the halo around 
Orokonui Ecosanctuary. As the Halo 
Project grows, we are able to support 
community pest control projects in urban 
neighbourhoods, which could become 
biodiversity havens where native birds, 
lizards and invertebrates can safely live 
and breed.

We can answer questions on how the 
Halo Project is progressing and about 
local biodiversity and trapping techniques. 
Representatives from OSPRI will be 
on hand to discuss their ongoing TB 
management programme. Come, listen, 
and contribute.

For more information, please email 
halocoordinator@gmail.com or visit www.
haloproject.org.nz. We hope to see you 
there for a cup of tea and a chat!

Pioneer Hall, 7pm 
Tuesday 27th February

Tui  

Photo Credit:  Craig McKenzie
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South Island Kaka 

Photo Credit: Craig McKenzie

The Halo Project and Orokonui Ecosanctuary 
are interested in finding out where the 
kākā that leave the ecosanctuary are 
going, and what they get up to. Maybe 
you live in a kākā ‘hotspot’ where they 
visit often, or have seen them flying by 
regularly.  If you’ve seen kākā outside of 
the ecosanctuary, please get in touch with 

as much information as possible.  The 
following questions give you a 

good indication of the 
level of information 

we are after.

Kaka sightings:  
we want to hear from you!

1. Tell us where you have seen or heard Kākā
• Have you seen or heard them near your house?  

Please provide an address or clear description  
of where you saw or heard them 

• How many did you see at one time?
• How often have you seen or heard them? 

• Have you seen them recently?  
Please indicate the last time they were seezn or heard

• Do you have any interesting observations of  
Kākā behaviour outside of Orokonui Ecosanctuary  
(e.g. mutual feeding, mating, or nesting behaviour)?

2. Tell us as much about individual identification as you can
Individuals are identified with bands around their legs called “colour bands,” 

• Have you noticed any colour bands on the Kākā you are describing here?  
• If you have, please record the left foot top band first then the bottom 

band and repeat on the right foot.

3. Tell us about the food they are eating
• Do you have fruit trees near your house?  If yes, what type

• Do you have other trees that the Kākā feed at? 
• Do you specifically feed the Kākā? If yes, what do you feed them?

4. Tell us about any traps near where you  
have seen or heard the Kākā 

• Do you have any traps (Halo Project or  
private) near you?

Please respond in any way that works  
for you... Thank you!

Email us at kaka.haloproject@gmail.com 
Find us on Facebook 

@beyondorokonui
Or post in your answers to  

PO Box 1320,  
Dunedin

i i



This spring we started a Halo lizard monitoring project, to find 
out how the lizard populations in the Inner and Outer Halo are 
doing, and how much predator control is needed to protect 
lizards. Monitoring lines of artificial lizard retreats have been 
set up in areas with and without predator control, and are being 
checked throughout summer by dedicated volunteers. Lizards 
that might use these retreats for basking and protection are 
the southern grass skink (which can often been seen around 
the Halo scuttling through long grass) and the rock-loving korero 
gecko. 

A big thanks to Jo 
Monks from DOC 
for her trusty 
advice, and to the 
landowners who 
are kindly hosting 
these monitoring 
lines.

Lizard monitoring in the Halo A southern grass skink found 

under one of the retreats 

Contact Us 

We want to stay connected with you, 
but paper-based newsletters are expensive 
for us. So as to minimise our costs, 
please subscribe to our email list to receive 
our electronic newsletters, by emailing 
landscapeconnectionstrust@gmail.com   
You can also visit us at  
www.beyondorokonui.org.nz or for Halo 
Project matters, www.haloproject.org.nz and join 
us on Facebook @beyondorokonui 
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Rhys Millar – Project Manager
rhysmillar@inspire.net.nz, m. 0273877866
Sophie Penniket – Project Coordinator
halocoordinator@gmail.com, m. 0273246553
Matt Thomson – Project Coordinator
halocoordinator2@gmail.com, m. 021392983

There are a range of activities across forest, farm and urban environments to suit different 
preferences, abilities and time commitments. Some examples are:
• Join a trapping team who check traps on a rota system (2-3 hours every 1-2 months).
• Take up your own section of a trapping network (fortnightly checks, 1-3 hours).
• Host and check a trap in your backyard.
• Help to install and/or check tracking tunnels, to monitor pest numbers – no trapping involved 

(varying time commitment).

Keener to help from home? In the future we will also need computer-based  
volunteers for tasks such as managing trap catch data.

If you’re interested in volunteering, or would like to 
know more, please get in touch! 

Interested in 
getting invovled?
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